
ney, and grow in faith as 
well as in fellowship. 

This means that I am away 
from the parish for two 
Sundays. In my absence, 
we welcome our friend, Fr 
John Walsh, who will cele-
brate all the Saturday even-
ing and Sunday Masses. At 
Sunday evening Mass at St 
Patrick’s this week, we 
welcome Paul Northam, 
our Diocesan Evangelisa-
tion Field Worker, who 
will speak on the Alpha 
course, as he did at the 
other churches last week.  

I really hope that you are 
all considering coming to 
the Alpha course infor-
mation and training day on 
Saturday 12th November. I 
believe that this is a really 
important way for us to be 
renovated ourselves, as 
well as equipped to draw 
others to God. 

I often hear complaints that 
our Diocesan newspaper, 
Catholic Today, doesn’t 
have much in it about our 
end of the Diocese. Well, 
that can’t be the complaint 
this month. The consecra-
tion of English Martyr’s 
Biddulph is not only on the 
front page of the paper, 
but also a two page spread 
on the inside as well. I have 
ordered extra copies so 
please do buy one at 50p. 

In the early hours of Satur-
day morning, forty of us 
have set out on our great 
Partnership of Parishes 
Jubilee Year of Mercy pil-
grimage, beginning in cen-
tral Spain, before taking 
the road to Santiago de 
Compostela and ending in 
Fatima in Portugal. As we 
go, we will be honouring 
the shrines of St John of 
the Cross, St Teresa of 

Avila, St James the Apos-
tle, and also venerating 
Our Lady of Fatima, and 
the visionaries who have 
been beatified. Of course, 
we will be praying for our 
parishes, for all who have 
requested prayers, for our 
families, sick people, 
young people and for the 
renewal of our parishes. 
Please remember us in 
your prayers that we may 
be kept safe on our jour-

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINTS OF MERCY 
St Maximilian Kolbe 

1894-1941 
Fr Maximilian was a Capu-
chin Franciscan friar and 
priest. Having studied in 
Rome, and after ordina-
tion, having taught in the 
seminary in Krakow, he 
went on mission to China, 
Japan and India. Every-
where he went he spread 
the devotion to the Immac-
ulate. He used modern 
media, setting up newspa-

pers and a radio station, 
once he was back in Po-
land. He was arrested by 
the gestapo and sent to 
Auschwitz. When a prison-
er escaped the SS wanted 
to make an example and 
execute ten men. St Maxi-
milian stepped in to take 
the place of a married fam-
ily man, the greatest act of 
mercy he could show. He 
is a true martyrs of charity 
and mercy. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
There will be no confessions this week or next week. 

Saturday 22nd   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Sick & Suffering (HK) 

Sunday 23rd 9.00am    Holy Mass  Patrick Phelan 

Twenty-Ninth   11.00am   Holy Mass  Michael Meaney 

Sunday of the Year    6.30pm Holy Mass Special Intention (VM) 

Monday 24th  5.00pm   Reception of Body Teresa Ball RIP 

Feria  6.00pm   Novena Devotions  

Tuesday 25th  10.30am   Requiem Mass Teresa Ball RIP 

Feria  1.00pm   Requiem Mass Kevin Price RIP 

Wednesday 26th       

Feria       

Thursday 27th 
Feria 

      

Friday 28th               

St Simon & St Jude       

Saturday 29th        6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Irene Morrey (SVP) 

Our Lady       

Sunday 30th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Rachel de Porre 

Thirty-First Sunday  11.00am   Holy Mass  John & Elizabeth Adams 

of the Year               6.30pm Holy Mass Fionn Hussey 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are lit for the 

following intentions: 

St John’s: Ernie Beckett; Kath Wakefield 
St Joseph’s: Arthur, Sarah, Stephen & Pat 
Holmes 
The lamps at all of our churches are available to 
be dedicated for a week. Minimum donation £5. 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
Fr Julian is available on Monday 
evenings from 7pm to 8pm for 
enquiries regarding baptisms, 
weddings or any other matter. No 
surgery hour this Monday! The 
next surgery date will be Monday 
31st October.  

Pope’s Prayer Intentions for  
October 

That journalists, in carrying out their work, 
may always be motivated by respect for truth 
and a strong sense of ethics. 
That World Mission Day may renew within 
all Christians communities the joy of the 
Gospel and the responsibility to announce it. 

The Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God, appeared 6 times to 3 shepherd children; Lucia, Francisco, and Jacinta; be-
tween May 13 and October 13, 1917. She came to the little village of Fatima which had remained faithful to the Catholic 
Church during the recent persecutions by the government. Our Lady came with a message from God to every man, woman, 
and child of our century. Our Lady of Fatima promised that the whole world would be in peace, and that many souls would 
go to Heaven if Her requests were listened to and obeyed. She told us that war is a punishment for sin; that God would pun-
ish the world for its sins in our time by means of war, hunger, persecution of the Church and persecution of the Holy Father, 
the Pope, unless we listened to and obeyed the command of God. At Fatima, Pope John Paul II said on May 13; " the message 
of Fatima is more relevant and more urgent " then when Our Lady first appeared. The message is an anguished appeal of our 
Heavenly Mother, Who sees us in great danger and Who comes to offer Her help and advice. Her message is also a prophesy, 
a clear indication of what was about to transpire in the 20th century, and what is still going to happen infallibly in the near 
future, depending on our response to Her requests.  
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PASTORAL 
Month of the Rosary The Rosary 
is prayed before each Sunday Mass. 
Today we pray the Glorious myster-
ies. Volunteers to lead the Rosary are 
still needed.  

November List of the Dead 
Please pick up a paper for filling in 
your list of the dead, and an enve-
lope. Once again this year, we are 
asking for you to take time to draw 
up your list, and to pray for the dead 
yourselves. Place the list in the enve-
lope, together with a donation, if you 
wish. All the donations go to provide 
a daily Mass for those on the Novem-
ber Lists in our churches on the 30 
days of November, as well as further 
Masses throughout the year. There 
are boxes available at the front of 
each church to deposit your enve-
lopes.  

Blessing of Graves The annual 
blessing of graves at Biddulph ceme-
teries will take place on Saturday 5th 
November at 3pm. Please meet at the 
old cemetery car park. The blessing 
of graves at Tunstall cemetery will be 
on Sunday 6th November at 3pm, 
beginning at the grave of Canon 
Welch in the old part of the ceme-
tery. Please let parishioners and 
friends who would like to take part in 
the blessing of graves know. It is 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

bles, Cake Stall & Refreshments Ta-
ble. For kids & kids at heart, £2 per 
person bouncing! Places limited so to 
confirm your place let Teresa know 
in the parish office, and let us have 
your payment before the day. Under 
12's must be accompanied by an 
adult . 

English Martyrs’ & St Patrick’s 
Autumn Fayre The Autumn Fayre 
will be at Biddulph Town Hall on 
Saturday 19th November from 10am 
to 12noon. If you are willing to vol-
unteer to help with or run a stall, or 
to help with refreshments, please sign 
up on the list at the back of Church. 
We also need to start receiving good 
saleable items and bottles for the 
stalls. 

St Joseph’s Autumn Fayre The 
Autumn Fayre is on Saturday 19th 
November beginning at 12noon.  We 
need new offers of help, and new 
ideas for stalls. Please bring good 
quality items for the stalls—books, 
bric-a-brac, and especially bottles to 
Mass each Sunday running up to the 
Fayre.  

Friendship Club Christmas Par-
ty This year the party is on 14th De-
cember, 1pm to 4pm at Kidsgrove 
Town Hall. cost is £3.50. If you 
would like a ticket either contact 
Teresa in the Parish Office or Matt 
Ford on 07587 034299. 

CHURCH RENOVATION 
What is ‘Church Renovation’? 

This is an initiative that Fr Julian is 
inviting us to embrace in our parish, 
for the renewal of our parishes, to 
transform them into communities of  
faith and mission.  

What is this vision? 

Following the invitation of our Holy 
Father, Pope Francis, as well as the 
previous Popes—Bl Paul VI, St John 
Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI—the 
way of renovation is marked outby 
following the path of the ‘New Evan-
gelisation’. We should be: 
· Alive with faith, living the Gos-

pel, rather than giving only lip 
service to it. 

· Alive with prayer, making our 
churches temples of prayer, the 
liturgy an encounter with God, 
each with a personal life of prayer 
influencing every part of life. 

· Coming to a deeper personal 
knowledge of Jesus Christ and his 
teaching, and the teaching of his 
Church. 

· Reaching out to others to draw 
them to Jesus. Not being content 
to see our parishes die around us, 
and for ‘Catholic’ families to go 
astray, but seeing that God’s call 
is alive today. 

 

What is the first stage? 

We are inviting parishioners from 
our parishes to ‘come and see’ what 
the Alpha Course is like in a Catholic 
context. There will be a session on it 
at Holy Trinity, Newcastle on Satur-
day 12th November from 10.30am to 
3.30pm. We need people from our 
parishes to come to this and find out 
more—there is no commitment be-
yond coming for the day, though 
hopefully parishioners will be in-
spired by this presentation. day on 
12th November. You can sign up by 
letting Teresa, our parish secretary 
know by phone or email. If you need 
transport to get there please let us 
know.  

open to everyone, from any parish. 

Kidsgrove Volunteers Fr Julian is 
looking for volunteers to help in the 
following ways at St John’s: to go to 
the bank (on a rota) early in the week 
with the money to be banked; to 
assist in setting up for Mass and open-
ing the Church for Mass on Wednes-
days and for Requiem Masses; to 
open the Church and lock up for Bap-
tisms on Sundays. If you can help in 
any of these ways, please see Fr Julian 
after his return from the Parish Pil-
grimage, or email Teresa in the office 
(email address on the front of the 
bulletin). 

Kidsgrove SVP The next meeting 
will be on Friday 4th November at 
2pm at 77 Liverpool road. 

Mass envelopes Please do not use 
the Mass intention envelopes to put 
your 200 Club subs into. 

Alternative Halloween Party 
'Biddulph Churches Together' invites 
you and your family to our annual 
Alternative Halloween Party, Oct 
31st, 6-8pm, at Biddulph Valley lei-
sure Centre. This year we are hosting 
an 'Inflatable Party', with Inflatable 
Castle, Assault Course, Football 
Shoot Out, Bungee Run, Craft Ta-



PARISH REGISTERS 

Entrance Antiphon: Let the hearts that seek the Lord 
rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; constantly 
seek his face. 
Response to the Psalm: The poor man called; the Lord 
heard him. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] Blessed are 
you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for revealing 
the mysteries of the kingdom to mere children. 
[Alleluia.] 
Preface & Eucharistic Prayer at the choice of the cele-
brant 
Acclamation:  When... 
Communion Antiphon: We will ring out our joy at 
your saving help and exult in the name of our God. 

THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

Thirtieth Sunday of the Year (C)   
CTS Sunday Missal page 1079          

FUNDRAISING  
Collections: 
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£340.15, Non-Gift Aid £147.60, 
Total £487.75.  
Goldenhill Gift Aid £168.50, Non-
Gift Aid £243.56, Total £412.06.  
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £293.70, Non-
Gift Aid £142.64, Total £436.34.  
Second Collections This week 
APF World Mission Sunday. There 
are envelopes available if you wish to 
use for your donation. 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Luke 18:9-14 

Jesus draws a blunt picture in today's Gospel. Instead of praising 
God for His mighty works, the Pharisee congratulates himself for 
his own deeds, which he presents to God in some detail. The tax 
collector stands at a distance, too ashamed even to raise his eyes to 
God. He prays with a humble and contrite heart. He knows that 
before God no one is righteous, no one has cause to boast. God 
cannot be bribed. We cannot curry favour with Him or impress 
Him—even with our good deeds or our faithful observance of reli-
gious duties such as tithing and fasting. If we try to exalt ourselves 
before the Lord, as the Pharisee does, we will be brought low. This 
should be a warning to us—not to take pride in our piety, not to 
slip into the self-righteousness of thinking that we're better than 
others, that we're "not like the rest of sinful humanity." If we 
clothe ourselves with humility—recognize that all of us are sinners 
in need of His mercy—we will be exalted. 

Trinity Sixth Form If you have 
children in your family who are in 
Year 11 and you would like to find 
out more about what is offered by the 
Trinity Sixth Form (the joint sixth 
forms of St Margaret Ward, St John 
Fisher and St Thomas More Acade-
mies), then please come along to one 
of the following Open Evenings: St 
Margaret Ward on 17th October; St 
John Fisher on 19th October and St 
Thomas More on 10th November. 
All Open Evenings start at 7pm with 
an address by the Principal, followed 
by an opportunity to meet and talk to 
staff. 

Nightfever On the last Friday of  
the Year of Mercy, 18th November, 
there will be ‘Nightfever’ - an even-
ing of prayer and evangelisation for 

Deaths 

Of your charity, please pray for the 
soul of Teresa Ball. The Requiem 
Mass will be offered for the repose of 
her soul on Tuesday 25th October at 
St Joseph’s at 10.30am. There will be 
a reception of body on Monday even-
ing at 5pm. Burial will take place at 
Tunstall Cemetery. 

Please pray also for the soul of Kevin 
Price. The Requiem Mass will be 
offered for the repose of his soul on 
Tuesday 25th October at St Joseph’s 
at 1pm.  

Please pray also for the soul of Mi-
chael Doyle. A funeral service to pray  
for the repose of his soul will be on 
Monday 31st October at St Joseph’s 
at 10.30am. Burial will take place at 
Tunstall Cemetery. 

Requiescant in pace 

Biddulph 125 Club If you would 
like to join the 125 Club or if you 
already have a number and would like 
another, there are 3 numbers availa-
ble. Please speak to Elsie, Vincent or 
Mary.  

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Weekly Draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.24 V Finn; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.171 M Kirkham; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.80 C Hancock. Numbers are al-
ways available to new members. 

young people at Sacred Heart Han-
ley. 

Closing Event St Gregory’s Long-
ton will host our closing event for the 
Year of Mercy on the afternoon of 
the Feast of Christ the King, Sunday 
20th November. It will include a 
celebration of the works of mercy 
throughout our Deanery, as well as a 
final prayer event. More details soon. 

Study Day A day on ‘The Wisdom 
of Christ: The Source of his 
Knowledge’ on Saturday 26th No-
vember at St Dominic’s Convent, 
Stone. The day will start at 9.30am 
and will be led by Fr Simon Gaine 
OP. Cost £30 (includes tea/coffee). 
For more details contact Sr Valery 
01785 812091/07986 851376 email 
valeryeealker@yahoo.co.uk 

If you or a family member go 
into hospital… Either let the nurs-
ing staff know that you are a Catholic 
and you want to be visited by the 
Chaplain OR contact our parish of-
fice and we will let the Chaplain 
know. If you are going into the Royal 
Stoke, the Chaplain there, Fr Mi-
chael, will visit you. If you are going 
into another hospital (Haywood, 
Bradwell, Leek, etc) the chaplains are 
local parish priests. 


